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With Texas education changing 
today's fact may be tomorrow's fiction 

WrUing about issoM and 
cbai^M invobwi with tte itart 
ti anothar aAool yaar i n t a 
taak of raiatiiig beta. TUa yaar. 
aa ia tho Boat eooplo of yoora, 
thia wooVa (act may bo 
moanJiigiiiaB matt wodL 

SoToral prindpala wero iiK 
torriowod hat woA far atocioa 
to bo writton and pubUAod thia 
WMk. Tbo atart of aehool atfll ia 
marly two wodn away, and 
diaagea itill may bo mado that 
affect aevoral ttudonta. 

For instance, the state 
education agency ruled earlier 
Uda year ^at toaefaers must 
have a lunch period with no 
aaaignments, to be followed by 
their planning period. 

At the Eagle Lake 
adiooli that naai 
atadonU will not be 
from daaa ontfl S6 miniitaa al­
tar atodenta in the first, aoeond 
and third gradea. 

At Rico High School, the 
board of truatees carved a 
seventh period out (tf laat year's 
six daases. They did it by 
reducing daaa tinw to the state 
minimum of S&minotaa eadi. 
Now, students in athleties and 
band sUll can puraue thoae 
courses and have the oppor­
tunity to take other electives. 
Had the seventh period not 
been added, they would not be 
able to ti^e other electives 
because of increaaed atate 

graduatioD requireaieBta. 
Hawevar. becauae of the hm-

ch and free period ruling, 
eoamotobgy stodsnta wm be at 
aehool through the new aeventh 
poriod. whue others (axeept 
band and athletka) wffl be free 
to go home attar six perktds. 

That ia, aa of tUa writing, 
thoae late-hour daaaea are 
adieduled. The adiool district 
has appealed to the Texaa 
Education Agency with the 
opinion the new rule was fine in. 
certain instaneea, but is too 
broad, thna banning the kin> 
dergarten eflorta and the multi-
hour daaaea like eoamrtology. 

Editorially Speaking 
By JOHN F. FEARING 

Debate continues over the 
the upheaval in Texas 
Education created through 
Houae Bill 72 adopted in the 
summer of 1984. For the 
moment, the rage hu aim-
mered, but coukl fire up again 
at any tnne. 

When I first became aware 
of the many ehaageo. I was 
ecstatic. To me, there is 

nothing more important than 
a youngster's education. I am 
well aware of my aeeompliah-
ments and shortcomings 
resulting from publie adiMl 
education; almost dafly I see 
people with little education 
struggling to make a living, 
and liardly a day paaaes 
without some part of the con­
versation turning to "no pass, 
noplay." 

Mng one who (with a fault) 
usually is not willing to eom-
promiae, 1 think more can be 
done to improve public 
adMola. Aa I have aaid in 
theae pages in the paat, the 
next upheaval needa to come 
at the primary adwoi level 
Some school board members 
here .agree that if a child 
doeaat have a good start on 
the basics by the time third 
grade ends, that child ia kwt 

My k>ne simple argument 
far a draatie overhaul of the 
kudergarten through third 
grade daaaea ia one d[ coat Is 
it more expensive to taadi a 
child well, than it ia later in 
life to pay wrifare. the coat of 
our jortiee and priaoB mtem. 
ate? rd rather pay now lor the 
education. 

I alao think a larger part of 
the edneatioBal problem ia the 
fault of the parent Why 
shonU a young paraon eoaeen-
trate on srhoolmg. when his 
paraot's never aak how daasaa 
are going? How ean a atndiBt 
hMm at home wbon there ia 
no diadpline toward com­
pleting homework va. wat-
ddngteleviakio? 

Thso there's no 
phqr. Fve been hi favor of the 
rule Inm the start It waa 
only taat weak that I bean to 

am convinced the rule may be 
too strict What keepa me on 
the side of the rule ia the 
belief that moat thinga 
shouldn't be done half-way. 
Studenta know they muat paaa 
all couraea all the time. 

Then too, I am worried that 
students will not sign up for 
the hnportant hard couraea far 
fear fA failing. At Rice High 
SdMoL there's seems to be no 
evidence that ia happening. 
Let'a keep the rule on the 
books far several yeara; what 
ii atarting now aa a eye 
opener, may become the norm 
in the futureJeaming the 
baaics as preparation far the 
rest of your lite is the number 
one reaaon we go to sdwoL 

Fmally, thwe is another 
aspect to all the dumgea that 
worriea me. I haven t heard 
anyone diacuss i t but sooner 
or later, it ia bound to happen. 
If all theae new laws and rulea 
sre needed becauae "Johnny 
ian't learning," aomeone. 
somewhere, is bound to begin 
Ki«m<n« tlif teadiera; nothing 
could 1te further from the 
truth. 

AtMMhar'ajabkoMoftha 
hardaat meat eoamUeatad joba 
available today. "Aey^i^ to 
cope not only with how to get 
a Issson acroaa. but with aD 
the aodal dianpa of today 
compared with SO yaaia ago. 
Juat u evening newapapara 
(which are going out of 
bu^aaaa with rafulartty) have 
found, the eoBBpetitioa for 
one's time is atffl. The am-

paaa no away fkmn''lamriBg '''* 

the far tka 

•avar. irtfwimg to 
eoadi Bill Appdt argue again­
st i t I afanoat, but not quite. 

•oodjab tbiywa 

athaBMMMnata ip ib 
•akl i«tkaaMliClhm 

n,im,^ 

District asks state to change rule so 
all ELPS classes dismiss at same time ^ 

I 

The first day oi aiteal at 
Eagle Laka Primary School 
may be the aMst exdtiM one 
for ita firat-time atvdenta. 
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fipwe flaw period togathar. Sinee 
kindergartaa ia a half-day, 
threotenr Uoek. that tmm 
kindergarten taachara muat 

re that tiaae between the Youngatera new to Uadsrgar have diat tiaae between tlm 
ten wiD be intredimd to PMBC saoning and afternoon aaasfaoa. 
a^odo lor tlw firat time, and Taachara tai firat aaeoad and 
the firat aeesMl and third 
grade atade^a win be hack lor 
their fnlMaydasaea. 

Principal Major Benge ia-
dieataa dMOgea in the aehooTa 
daily operatioas far 198SM, and 
made mte of w-u..i-

l^achera hi firat aaeoad and 
tUrd grade daa*t hav« that 

Tterefara. while the firat 
aeeoad and third gradera will 
get oat of the prteary adwol 
about 2:15 pJB., afkarnoon kin-

For mstame. even for the 
youngeat stadsata, tutoring will 
be availabfe. It k adwdnlsd far 
the firat 20 ndautea juat after 
hmeh.' Teadiers then can help 
get pointa aerooa that atodents 
may have misssd that morning 
or the previoua day. Other 
atudenta will be isaignad in-
dsDMident readmg he aail 

Kindergarten haa been 
widely djaeiwasil m the cam-
mnai^ bat laat Friday the 
a^Qol board approfved a hid by 
Ataaac Stractarea of Tyler. 
Texaa, to faHtaB a new *W-
Uble buOdiag^ at the aehool far 
kindargartfa, at a eoot of aboot 
mjOOOTFom waaka after the 
dlMet aifaa the eaa*rad wMh 
AlBMC. tka sUoUaia wfl be 
laady far the dbtiiet to tvn 
the vtmUag and alsetridty 

afkarMon 
Bto f i l b« 

SlSpjn. 
"yf^ have a tshit ray of hope 

the TEA wiD revoke" the frae-
period ruling. Benge aaid, so aD 
kindergarten atudenta ean go 
hoow the name time aa aD 
ttmliHrts 

The morning kindergarten 
daaaea start at 8 am. and are 
relaaaad lor famdi at 11 am. 
Be^[e amphaaiaed that a l mar 

i be f fakai^hy lUII ajn. 
sinee thsra is no aupervfaisB far 
them sftar that tion. 

Afternoon kiadargarten 
atodaata, if th«y ara aali« hm­
eh at the a^ool. ahouU be 
dnipped off by lb45 am. If 
they are eatii« at hoaas, the 
aaad to be at the aaeal by 

Shanna Brunner and Kari Seaholm helped out and Rhonda Kramr (kindergarten) discuss 
at the Eagle Lake Primary School the other school matters, 
day as teachers Diana Brunner (second grade) 
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ThatwfllalsTiatsa^ 
proUam tea thaw wfl have to 
eope with the first maoth or aou 
B a y aaid apprwimatal̂  M 
caaflraa have basa fanBMrad 
far kladmiaitaa. i t i tta aaw 
room is avafiahla. tkay wfl ha 
ia the currant avaraiae 

and aa aide. Tka aaw hoUtag 
win ha baOt betweea the 

lat aad the 

oa^yaaa-
I can ride 

thabaato 
fidait Hi 

Laat year there waa qirito a 
raetar hi ataH BaMa aaid. 

with OM taaehar l a t t ^ aiJ 

Jaa Aahby. lm«-

BBiwJtetii l indby 

dntaachsr meat af faak |wr. 
Msria Arge aavvad to the 

Schoafc Sharyl Garha 
to 
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a ha hsr hutwat was i 
•gad liaaaitti Spaarath 
year 8aa|y aad Ifim Baa 

to the Attef achaol LowAslMPwIlQnii 
onCMUna* 

raglatorad. Hawevar, the 
dtatriet tea ashad the Tlnaa 

dsa to start tkat fNBsm 
. a yaar. aai la aal phodhf a 
4-yaarold kiadanartaa tUs 

aa the , 
cspa with the farga 
there la a a a t h s r ^ 

the 

Piatoacksnsill 
t i the aaaaad ndac 

aavsa Uato far t&rd | 

_ aad lira, 
both firrt 

bya«4Jna 

dfaJttto 
As eif 
fa thia 

•eeial adaeslisa. AlaaTBharoa 

a i h a r af fi>>>> • * * « • ha a 
raiaiv OBaiflpnaata 

Bii«a mid that ha 

BMiasi m aaatasr anty laai year, ne aiaa aaM aaw • 
r a S t e . toaehM mtot math aad a d y a heaha wfl be | (Next tO Mr. Qattl't) 
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